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A word from Editors 

 

As we all see, we are experiencing a fast change in place making due to 
the new planning strategies and design tools, innovative building technologies and 
especially more and more consumerist driven ephemerality, which have become 
the main factors in producing a new built environment. 

The continuous concentration of the world population in the urban areas 
requires more and more spaces and places, resources and energies, modalities 
of mobility and transport, social inclusion and integrated economies. Considering 
also that the past general trend produced or helped many environmental 
challenges in both local and global scale: such as climate change, social 
marginalization, advancing in land consumption, growing in demand for energies, 
loss of jobs and so on. These have become the major challenges for the 21st 
century and some of the greatest problems facing humanity in the next future but 
starting from today. 

 
During the Modernist period, architects and urban planners aimed to 

design spaces oriented by the principles of this Movement. The “5 points of 
Architecture” architectural principles and “Radiant City” urban model of Le 
Corbusier worked as ideals. After the fall of Modernism as a paradigm, although 
post-modernism evolved as a counter-reaction movement inspired by Venturi’s 
ideas, it further continued to be developed heavily influenced by philosophical 
theories including structuralism, post-structuralism, deconstruction and semiotics. 
Moreover, later different theoreticians brought into focus themes like: Analogical 
Architecture, Ecology, Phenomenology, Critical Regionalism, Typology in 
Architecture, Interrogation of Tectonics, Architecture of Pleasure or Folding in 
Architecture. Now more and more the issue of sustainable designed and climate-
oriented place has become the most emerging one. In fact, this theoretical 
discourse provided by the most brilliant scholars is a reality of the western world. 

 
The fall of Berlin Wall brought into existence new horizons for Eastern 

Europe as the architectural context got influenced from this new reality. The 
monotonous grey socialist urban fabric typical for the eastern countries-built 
environment became subject of architectural discourse. New actors like private 
landowners, developers, politicians emerged in the post-socialist urban context. 
The change in regime from communism to capitalism woke up the socialist city 
from the “sleep” of abundant public space, parks and green areas to face the 
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aggressive world of commoditization. In post-socialist countries, the free market 
economy system-imposed governments to liberate themselves from the monopoly 
of urban land and to open to the privatization process. 

As a matter of fact, the public spaces close to the city center became very 
expensive, valuable and attractive for the private entrepreneurs, who would build 
high and luxury buildings in the new political context. Permission was given 
through different intermediary processes like competitions, which in general were 
at international level. Data including post-socialist period after the 90s show a 
continuous reduction of public space. The process of reduction of urban public 
space was guided within the framework of “partial urban plans” (example of 
Albania) or ad hoc plans, which awarded privileges to developers and which did 
not exist in the “in force” regulatory plans, by amending them. An important fact to 
be considered is the attenuated state of local and municipal authorities in terms of 
planning strategies at the end of the communist period, which also made the 
process easier. 

 
As a result of this process Moscow lost 15% of forests and 55% of green 

areas, while Sofia’s public green space was reduced by 30% (Boentje & Blinnikov, 
2007). Tirana would be the worst example where the area per person before the 
90s was 10 m2 and now it is almost 3m2, which means a decrease by 70%. 
Although the issue of public space reduction exists even in West Europe countries, 
in Ex-Communist countries it was celebrated and marketed as a tool to become 
westernized. The process had another cover, which justified the loss of urban 
space for the sake of inviting international companies and making and increasing 
city’s brand value within the global market. Berlin would be a typical example of 
the latter (Mauser & Goldhoorn, 2006; as cited in Hirt, 2014). 
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The aim of this book is to provide a multidisciplinary context for a general 

debate about the forthcoming approaches in architectural and urban design for the 
human’s Next Places/Next Spaces. It may represent an opportunity through which 
we all can reflect about how designing is evolving in the arena of worldwide 
practices and “experiments” aimed to a better quality of life. 
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AUGMENTED CITIES OF THE NEOANTHROPOCENE 

 
 

Maurizio Carta 
University of Palermo 

Viale delle Scienze, Edificio 14 - 90100 Palermo 
maurizio.carta@unipa.it 

 

ABSTRACT 
Contemporary cities could be considered vibrant organisms of places and 

communities, of data and information, of sensors and actuators, of actions and 
reactions generated by people and environment both. Cities must be more responsive 
to our behavioral changes, enabling devices for enhancing our contemporary life. We 
would be able to build a more efficient urban environment, able to sense, to understand 
and to act everyday and for everyone. In the post-city age and beyond the smart city, 
Augmented City is a new paradigm that perceives the demands of more networked, 
knowledge-based and creative society that answers to the global change by a new 
circular metabolism. The Augmented City is a spatial/cultural/social/economic platform 
for enhancing our contemporary life, individual and collective, informal and 
institutional, expanding the urban space generated by the effects of innovation. The 
Augmented City redefines dogmas of urbanism that we often thought of being more 
static and rule-based, recovering its prospective, incremental, responsive and creative 
approach. We need to think, design and manage cities more sentient, open source 
and intelligent, again productive, creative and based on recycle, cities resilient, fluid 
and reticular, and truly strategic. The Augmented City isn’t the city of the future, but it 
brings us in a different present! 
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CITIES OF TOMORROW – TOMORROW OF PLANNING 

 
 

Piotr Lorens 
Gdańsk University of Technology 

Ul. Narutowicza 11/12 80-233 Gdansk, Poland 
plorens@pg.gda.pl 

 

ABSTRACT 
Contemporary cities face numerous changes which effect in an intensive 

debate regarding their future. This debate includes both discussions of what cities can 
become and how they can look like in closer or more distant future, although there is 
little discussion on how these visions shall be delivered and implemented. Firstly, we 
have to deal with the city of the future. But we have to admit that we do not know how 
it will look like – shall it be an “enhanced” version of the New Urbanists’ fantasy, an 
embodied dream of urban activists, a “copy-paste” version from Blade Runner movies, 
or just a bit different version of the city we know today? This bears severe 
consequences to planning practice - and we have to admit that “rigid” planning based 
on defining the “final” structure of the city is the song of the past. Secondly, the 
state-regulated planning law does not respond to the dynamically changing ideas of 
the society and making it even more “comprehensive” will not help. Thirdly, the 
increasing variety of problems and issues we deal within planning calls for very 
diversified approaches to the particular sites and problems, including usage of the 
much greater palette of tools and techniques. All of this means that – most probably– 
the future planning shall be much more diversified, responding to upcoming needs and 
ever-changing situations, focusing – on one hand – on “big issues” and – on the other 
– dealing with the “small needs” of even small groups of stakeholders. But the problem 
is much broader, dealing not only with type of approach but also with scale, way of 
delivery and (finally) way of its implementation. 
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ABSTRACT 
The lecture focuses on the concept of “identity” of a place, making a distinction 

between local identity, which implies a community rooted in a place, and the image of 
the place, which may become recognizable even at a global level. On this subject, the 
case study of the neighborhood of San Lorenzo in Florence is presented, where a 
research by the Department of Architecture of Florence has been developed, along 
with a process of civic participation aimed at orienting public policies to prevent 
gentrification and tourism homologation of the city center. 
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