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Prof. Piotr Lorens - PhD, DSc.

Urban planner. Lecturer in urban design and development and - since
2007 - Head of the Department of Urban Design and Regional Planning at
the Faculty of Architecture, Gdansk University of Technology. His university
activities also include coordination of the research and EU Social Fund
projects.

Based on these projects he was responsible for organization and coordination of the post-
graduate studies and international conferences related to the issues of urban regeneration and
management. Besides his academic career he is also actively involved in the activities of the
International Society of City and Regional Planners (within 2011-2017 was holding the position
of Vice President responsible for the Young Planning Professionals program) as well as of the
Society of Polish Town Planners — TUP (at present — Chairman of the Advisory Board of the
society, within years 2015-2018 — President of the Society).

Piotr Lorens graduated as architect from the Gdansk University of Technology, and also
completed the post-graduate studies (as Fulbright Fellow) at Harvard University and
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Since then he is active as guest lecturer at numerous
universities, mostly around Europe but also in Asia and Africa. He was also teaching as guest
professor at two Russian universities. At the same time he is conducting his professional career
with the focus on planning and management of the urban regeneration projects in Poland.
Among others, he was involved in development of urban regeneration plans for numerous
municipalities in Poland and also for many years was involved in planning for regeneration of
the Young City in Gdansk - the large-scale urban project located on the site of former Gdansk
shipyard.

His professional interests include urban planning and regeneration processes, with special
focus on waterfront areas and public spaces.



Prof. Maurizio Carta - PhD,

Maurizio Carta is architect, PhD and full professor of urbanism and regional
planning at the Department of Architecture of the University of Palermo.
He’s the Dean of the Polytechnic School of the University of Palermo. He is
senior expert in strategic planning, urban design and local development,
drawing up several urban, landscape and strategic plans in Italy.

In 2015 the International Biennial of Architecture in Buenos Aires, he was awarded the prize
for “academic investigation”. He is visiting professor or keynote speaker in several universities
and institutions.

He is author of several publications, among the most recent: Reimagining Urbanism (Listlab,
2014), Re-cyclical Urbanism (with B. Lino and D. Ronsivalle, Listlab, 2016), The Fluid City
Paradigm (with D. Ronsivalle, Springer, 2016), Augmented City (Listlab, 2017) Dynamics of
Periphery (with J. Schroeder, Jovis, 2018).

Among the most recent experimental activities, the scientific coordination of the regional urban
spatial Plan of Sicily, of the structural territorial Plans of the Provinces of Palermo and Agrigento
and of the Strategic Plans of Palermo, of the Northern Barese Ofantino, by the Province of
Catania and the municipalities of the Province of Syracuse, of the Partinicese, Corleonese and
Sicani Landscape Plan, of the Port regulatory plan of Palermo, of the Plan for the Nature Park
of the Lucan Apennines, of the General Town Plan of Poggioreale.

From 2008 to 2009 he is an expert of the President of the Province of Palermo for strategic
territorial planning. From September 2009 to June 2011 he was Councilor for the Municipality
of Palermo with delegations to the historic center, strategic plan and urban redevelopment of
the coast. From 2018 part of the work group of the Sicily Region for the Regional Urban Law
and for the guidelines for the Regional Territorial Plan.

For his research and publications he is invited to give lectures and conferences in numerous
Italian and foreign universities and institutions, including Milan, Rome, Florence, Naples, Turin,
Genoa, Venice, New York, London, Paris, Moscow, Dortmund, Hannover , Madrid, Barcelona,
Prague, Buenos Aires, Beijing, Valencia, Tunis, Malta. Since 2016 he has started a scientific
collaboration with the Leibniz University of Hannover as part of the DAAD program. From 2018
he is a member of the Scientific Committee of EUROPAN.
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r Prof. Francesco Alberti - PhD

Dr Francesco Alberti is Associate Professor of Urban Planning and Design
at the Department of Architecture of the University of Florence, where he
is currently the coordinator of the Laboratory of Landscape and Urban De-
sign for the master’s degree course in Urban and Regional Planning and in
charge with the teachings of Urban Design for the Laboratory “Architecture
and City” for the master’s degree course in Architecture, Smart Gity Planning for the post-
graduate programme “ABITA” (Bioecological Architecture and Technological Innovation for the
Environment) and and Mobility Planning for the postgraduate programme in Landscape Archi-
tecture. In the same department, he is the scientific coordinator of the research unit “SUP&R”
(Sustainable Urban Projects & Research) and of the related university spin-off “Urban LIFE”
(Urban Liveability & Innovation for Everyone).

As a member of the Italian National Institute of Urban Planning (INU - Istituto Nazionale di Ur-
banistica) he joined the National Commetees “Networks, Infrastructure and Innovation Policies”
(2014-2016) and “Urban Accessibility for Everyone” (2016-). Since 2106 he is the President
of the Regional division of INU in Tuscany.

His scientific interests in the fields of spatial planning and urban design refer to an approach
aimed at giving cultural coherence and operational continuity among research, education and
public policies concerning city and territory, with a special focus on two main areas:

- the relationship between urban planning, design and management in the perspective of
sustainability and urban resilience;

- the interpretation of mobility systems as “public spaces”, playing a major role in structuring
contemporary cities.

On these topics he has written many essays, articles and books, joined national and interna-
tional conferences, lectured in postgraduate programmes and master courses for professionals
and public administrators, provided expert help in participatory processes, coordinated semi-
nars and conducted researches on behalf of public institutions and private enterprises.
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A word from Editors

As we all see, we are experiencing a fast change in place making due to
the new planning strategies and design tools, innovative building technologies and
especially more and more consumerist driven ephemerality, which have become
the main factors in producing a new built environment.

The continuous concentration of the world population in the urban areas
requires more and more spaces and places, resources and energies, modalities
of mobility and transport, social inclusion and integrated economies. Considering
also that the past general trend produced or helped many environmental
challenges in both local and global scale: such as climate change, social
marginalization, advancing in land consumption, growing in demand for energies,
loss of jobs and so on. These have become the major challenges for the 21st
century and some of the greatest problems facing humanity in the next future but
starting from today.

During the Modernist period, architects and urban planners aimed to
design spaces oriented by the principles of this Movement. The “5 points of
Architecture” architectural principles and “Radiant City” urban model of Le
Corbusier worked as ideals. After the fall of Modernism as a paradigm, although
post-modernism evolved as a counter-reaction movement inspired by Venturi’s
ideas, it further continued to be developed heavily influenced by philosophical
theories including structuralism, post-structuralism, deconstruction and semiotics.
Moreover, later different theoreticians brought into focus themes like: Analogical
Architecture, Ecology, Phenomenology, Critical Regionalism, Typology in
Architecture, Interrogation of Tectonics, Architecture of Pleasure or Folding in
Architecture. Now more and more the issue of sustainable designed and climate-
oriented place has become the most emerging one. In fact, this theoretical
discourse provided by the most brilliant scholars is a reality of the western world.

The fall of Berlin Wall brought into existence new horizons for Eastern
Europe as the architectural context got influenced from this new reality. The
monotonous grey socialist urban fabric typical for the eastern countries-built
environment became subject of architectural discourse. New actors like private
landowners, developers, politicians emerged in the post-socialist urban context.
The change in regime from communism to capitalism woke up the socialist city
from the “sleep” of abundant public space, parks and green areas to face the
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aggressive world of commoditization. In post-socialist countries, the free market
economy system-imposed governments to liberate themselves from the monopoly
of urban land and to open to the privatization process.

As a matter of fact, the public spaces close to the city center became very
expensive, valuable and attractive for the private entrepreneurs, who would build
high and luxury buildings in the new political context. Permission was given
through different intermediary processes like competitions, which in general were
at international level. Data including post-socialist period after the 90s show a
continuous reduction of public space. The process of reduction of urban public
space was guided within the framework of “partial urban plans” (example of
Albania) or ad hoc plans, which awarded privileges to developers and which did
not exist in the “in force” regulatory plans, by amending them. An important fact to
be considered is the attenuated state of local and municipal authorities in terms of
planning strategies at the end of the communist period, which also made the
process easier.

As a result of this process Moscow lost 15% of forests and 55% of green
areas, while Sofia’s public green space was reduced by 30% (Boentje & Blinnikov,
2007). Tirana would be the worst example where the area per person before the
90s was 10 m2 and now it is almost 3m2, which means a decrease by 70%.
Although the issue of public space reduction exists even in West Europe countries,
in Ex-Communist countries it was celebrated and marketed as a tool to become
westernized. The process had another cover, which justified the loss of urban
space for the sake of inviting international companies and making and increasing
city’s brand value within the global market. Berlin would be a typical example of
the latter (Mauser & Goldhoorn, 2006; as cited in Hirt, 2014).
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The aim of this book is to provide a multidisciplinary context for a general
debate about the forthcoming approaches in architectural and urban design for the
human’s Next Places/Next Spaces. It may represent an opportunity through which
we all can reflect about how designing is evolving in the arena of worldwide
practices and “experiments” aimed to a better quality of life.
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AUGMENTED CITIES OF THE NEOANTHROPOCENE

Maurizio Carta
University of Palermo
Viale delle Scienze, Edificio 14 - 90100 Palermo
maurizio.carta@unipa.it

ABSTRACT

Contemporary cities could be considered vibrant organisms of places and
communities, of data and information, of sensors and actuators, of actions and
reactions generated by people and environment both. Cities must be more responsive
to our behavioral changes, enabling devices for enhancing our contemporary life. We
would be able to build a more efficient urban environment, able to sense, to understand
and to act everyday and for everyone. In the post-city age and beyond the smart city,
Augmented City is a new paradigm that perceives the demands of more networked,
knowledge-based and creative society that answers to the global change by a new
circular metabolism. The Augmented City is a spatial/cultural/social/economic platform
for enhancing our contemporary life, individual and collective, informal and
institutional, expanding the urban space generated by the effects of innovation. The
Augmented City redefines dogmas of urbanism that we often thought of being more
static and rule-based, recovering its prospective, incremental, responsive and creative
approach. We need to think, design and manage cities more sentient, open source
and intelligent, again productive, creative and based on recycle, cities resilient, fluid
and reticular, and truly strategic. The Augmented City isn’t the city of the future, but it
brings us in a different present!
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CITIES OF TOMORROW — TOMORROW OF PLANNING

Piotr Lorens
Gdansk University of Technology
Ul. Narutowicza 11/12 80-233 Gdansk, Poland
plorens@pg.gda.pl

ABSTRACT

Contemporary cities face numerous changes which effect in an intensive
debate regarding their future. This debate includes both discussions of what cities can
become and how they can look like in closer or more distant future, although there is
little discussion on how these visions shall be delivered and implemented. Firstly, we
have to deal with the city of the future. But we have to admit that we do not know how
it will look like — shall it be an “enhanced” version of the New Urbanists’ fantasy, an
embodied dream of urban activists, a “copy-paste” version from Blade Runner movies,
or just a bit different version of the city we know today? This bears severe
consequences to planning practice - and we have to admit that “rigid” planning based
on defining the “final” structure of the city is the song of the past. Secondly, the
state-regulated planning law does not respond to the dynamically changing ideas of
the society and making it even more “comprehensive” will not help. Thirdly, the
increasing variety of problems and issues we deal within planning calls for very
diversified approaches to the particular sites and problems, including usage of the
much greater palette of tools and techniques. All of this means that — most probably—
the future planning shall be much more diversified, responding to upcoming needs and
ever-changing situations, focusing — on one hand — on “big issues” and — on the other
— dealing with the “small needs” of even small groups of stakeholders. But the problem
is much broader, dealing not only with type of approach but also with scale, way of
delivery and (finally) way of its implementation.
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LIVING AND WORKING IN A HERITAGE SITE. A STUDY AND
A PARTICIPATORY PROCESS ON THE CONFLICTS AND
OPPORTUNITIES INSIDE THE HISTORIC NEIGHBORHOOD
OF SAN LORENZO IN FLORENCE

Francesco Alberti
University of Firenze
Via Pier Antonio Micheli 2, 50121 Firenze
francesco.alberti@unifi.it

ABSTRACT

The lecture focuses on the concept of “identity” of a place, making a distinction
between local identity, which implies a community rooted in a place, and the image of
the place, which may become recognizable even at a global level. On this subject, the
case study of the neighborhood of San Lorenzo in Florence is presented, where a
research by the Department of Architecture of Florence has been developed, along
with a process of civic participation aimed at orienting public policies to prevent
gentrification and tourism homologation of the city center.
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